
The 2016 Goose Creek Fall Festival 
promises to be the best yet – and you’re 
invited!
The family-friendly event will be held 

on Saturday, Oct. 8, from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on the grounds of the Marquerite 
H. Brown Municipal Center.  
There will be a DJ on hand playing 

musical favorites, entertainment by 
local groups, crafters, vendors, a kids 
play area, a climbing wall, and plenty of 
great food.  

Proceeds from the festival benefit 
Helping Hands of Goose Creek, the 
city’s local food bank that supports 
families in need.  For every two non-
perishable food items donated, festival 
attendees will receive one raffle ticket 
good for one of many wonderful prizes 
being given away.
Parking and admission is free.
For more information on the 2016 

Goose Creek Fall Festival call (843) 
569-4242.
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Great food is easy to find at the 
annual Fall Festival, set for Oct. 8.

Free movie night 
features ‘Zootopia’
Disney’s hit movie “Zootopia” 

is coming to the big screen this 
September at Goose Creek Recre-
ation’s Outdoor Movie Night.
There is no admission, and ev-

eryone is invited to a night of fun.
The animated movie will be 

shown at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
Sept. 24 behind the Goose Creek 
Municipal Center (519 N. Goose 
Creek Boulevard). 
Hot dogs, popcorn and ice 

cream will be available for pur-
chase. Call (843) 569-4242 for  
more details.

City aims for more national tournaments
The summer of 2016 

was an exciting and 
groundbreaking one 
for the City of Goose 
Creek’s Crowfield Golf 
Club.
The course hosted 

the national U.S. Kids 
Carolinas Open in 
June, a junior golf 
tournament that fea-
tures the nation’s best 
young talent. 
U.S. Kids Golf or-

ganizers pledged to 
return to Crowfield 
based on the success 
of the 3-day event.   Visit www.crowfieldgolf.com for information on the golf course.

Fifty-five years ago, seven men 
voted to open the first duly as-
sembled council for the Town of 
Goose Creek. 
The seven elected white men, 

the so-called “redneck leaders” 
of that day, reported every morn-

ing to their blue collared jobs in 
greater Charleston. 
The “red, white and blue” found-

ers of our tiny town got to work 
more than a half-century ago to 
identify the essential goals of the 
newest municipality in South 

Carolina. They identified: Good 
Schools, Safe Neighborhoods and 
Quality Recreation as essential el-
ements of their preferred future. 
With that lucid leadership, Goose 
Creek emerged during the last 
                      Continued on Page 7
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What is Goose Creek PFC Justin Hart’s 
best quality? That’s a tough one. 
Perhaps it is the lawman’s devotion to 

his community – a community he not 
only serves, but of which he himself is an 
integral part. 
Perhaps it is his character; in the words 

of Goose Creek Police Chief Harvey 
Becker, his “availability, thoroughness, 
alertness and dependability.” 
Perhaps it is the fact that he continually 

pushes himself to learn, to gain the cru-
cial knowledge that could one day save a 
life – and then share that knowledge with 
his fellow officers.
Or perhaps it is his selfless attitude, his 

ability to put the needs of others ahead of 
his own.
No matter their ranking, all of these qual-

ities – and many more – led Chief Becker 
to nominate PFC Hart as the City of Goose 
Creek 2016 Employee of the Year. 
City Council members and Mayor Mi-

chael Heitzler agreed with the nomina-
tion, and the Mayor ended an awards 
presentation at the Aug. 9 Council meet-
ing by announcing the city-wide honor. 
“This is by far the greatest award I have 

received in any setting due to the extraor-
dinary people that I work with,” Hart said. 
“There are many police officers at Goose 
Creek that go above and beyond their 
normal assignments who I feel could have 
been selected this year.  
“It is a great honor to be chosen out of

GCPD’s Hart named Employee of the Year
City of Goose Creek 2016 honorees (l-r) Bobby Donnellan, Michael Knight, Justin Hart, Amy Weatherford, Rick Buckner, Patricia 
Turchon, Sean Nordaby, Allison Gibson, Jason Strong and Ezekiel “Zeke” Banks.

Goose Creek Mayor Michael Heitzler (right) and GCPD Chief Harvey Becker present 
the 2016 Employee of the Year Award to PFC Justin Hart.

group that I highly admire.”
Becker called the award a well-earned 

one.
“Justin is a seasoned officer who is 

very in-depth and detailed in his en-
forcement efforts,” the Chief said. “It is 
not just one specific area that defines 
Justin, but every aspect of his dedica-
tion to the agency, the city, and, most 
importantly, the community he serves.
“He’s a family man first,” Becker said.
Hart began his career with the GCPD 

in 2011. He joined the department’s 
Strategically Assigned Officers (SAO) 
team in 2015. He and his wife, Tamara, 
have two children, Owen and Ava.
In addition to Hart, three other hon-

ors were given by the GCPD. Allison 
Gibson, a crime analyst, captured the 
department’s citizen Employee of the 

Year. GCPD Chaplain Jason Strong was 
named Volunteer of the Year. Sasha De-
nise Murray was presented the depart-
ment’s Explorer of the Year honor.
Rick Buckner, the chairman of the 

Goose Creek Economic Development 
Advisory Committee, is the city’s 
Board/Commission Member of the 
Year.
The remaining 2016 Employee of the 

Year honorees and their respective 
city departments are: Court Clerk Amy 
Weatherford, Administration; Engi-
neer/EMT Sean Nordaby, Fire; Head 
Golf Professional Bobby Donnellan, 
Golf; Maintenance Supervisor Michael 
Knight, Recreation; Groundskeeper 
Ezekiel “Zeke” Banks, Public Works; 
Snack bar attendant Patricia Turchon 
(Part Time/Seasonal).
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Keeping Goose Creek crime-free is a partner-
ship between the police and the residents of 
the city. 
Once a quarter, the Goose Creek Police Depart-

ment invites the entire community to a city-
wide crime prevention meeting. Topics include 
crime trends and statistics within the city, new 
initiatives within the department that affect 
residents, and more.
The Fourth Quarter meeting is set for 6:30 to 

7:30 p.m. on Dec. 1, 2016 at the GCPD.To sign 
up, contact Crime Prevention Specialist Kevin 
Scott at kscott@cityofgoosecreek.com or (843) 
863-5200 Ext. 2317. 

The Goose Creek Police Department hosts periodic 
women’s self-defense classes. The free classes are 
geared toward women without prior self-defense training. 
Classes are taught in the GCPD training room by a 
certified instructor, and involve hands-on instruction.  
Minimum age is 15. Classes are held quarterly; the next 
class is Dec. 8, 2016 from 6 to 8:30 p.m.

Popular self-defense 
class returns Dec. 8

Citizen Police Academy on tap
Do you want to learn more about 

the field of law enforcement?
The City of Goose Creek’s popular 

Citizen Police Academy is designed 
to give citizens a behind the scenes 
look at the Police Department.
To sign up for more information, 

call Crime Prevention Specialist 
Kevin Scott at (843) 863-5200, 
Ext. 2317. 
While the class does not teach 

citizens how to be police officers, 
it does give particpants a deeper 
understanding and appreciation of 
the field of law enforcement.
Depending on how many resi-

dents express interest in the class, 

the GCPD is planning to host a 
Citizen Police Academy this fall, 
beginning in late September, 
and lasting for eight consecutive 
weeks. 
The Citizen Police Academy 

consists of both classroom and 
demonstrations with some limited 
physical activities for those who 
wish to participate. 
The courses are open to Goose 

Creek residents ages 21 and 
up. Classes will be limited to 25 
participants on a first-come, first-
serve basis. 
A background check will be con-

ducted on all applicants.

GCPD hosts crime 
prevention meetings

City of Goose Creek residents are 
invited to visit the Goose Creek 
Police Department or complete 
an online application to request 
that the GCPD watch their house 
while they are out of town. Police 

officers will make physical checks 
of the property on a regular, but 
random, basis while residents are 
absent.           
Officers will check doors and 

windows for evidence of break-

ins, vandalism, or trespassing. 
Additionally, after the resident 
returns home, they will receive a 
letter from the police chief in-
forming them of the number of 
times the house was checked.  

Going out of town? GCPD’s free House Watch Program available

Paperless billing option continues for water customers
Goose Creek offers water customers 

paperless water billing and an automatic 
debit option. Each month, an email will 
be sent from waterbill@cityofgoose-
creek.com with “City of Goose Creek 
Utility Bill” as the subject.  
Complete the form at  www.cityof-

goosecreek.com/ DocumentCenter/
View/3113 and submit it via email. As 
long as the authorization is received no 

later than the 15th of the month before 
your billing date, the next bill will be 
emailed.
Enrolling in a monthly automatic credit/

debit card payment option is another 
easy way for residents to pay their bill. 
Residents may select the payment autho-
rization to process on the 5th or 15th of 
each month. 
Residents will continue to receive a 

monthly water bill with the amount that 
will be debited from a credit/debit card 
and it will indicate “paid by draft.”  
If you would like to take advantage 

of this free program, visit www.cityof-
goosecreek.com, print and complete the 
credit/debit card authorization form and 
return to Goose Creek City Hall – Water 
Billing Office. For more information call 
(843) 797-6220.
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Fire Station 3 opens; HQ construction in final stage

Mayor Heitzler and GCFD Chief Steve Chapman check out the Goose Creek Fire Department 
Headquarters station on Button Hall Avenue in August. The facility will be one of the finest in the 
Southeast.

An open house was recently held for the 
public at Goose Creek Fire 
Station 3 on Old Mt. Holly Road.

Goose Creek’s newest fire 
station opened earlier this 
year. GCFD Station 3 on Old 
Mount Holly Road is a one-
engine station staffed at all 
times with four firefighters.
The City’s new headquarters 

station is on track to open 
soon, possibly before the end 
of the 2016 calendar year. 
The over-30,000 square foot 

headquarters is expected to 
be one of the best fire fa-
cilities in the Southeastern 
United States. 
It will be located on Button 

Hall Avenue, and will take the 
place of the existing head-
quarters. It will include meet-
ing space for community use.

A nod to the past ...
The City of Goose Creek’s newest historical marker, which 
commemorates the 18-Mile House Tavern, was recently placed at 137 
St. James Avenue. Mayor Michael Heitzler joined Pit Stop 
Service Center owner Dave Christensen and members of the Goose 
Creek Tea Ladies on Tuesday, Aug. 30 to celebrate the marker, which 
became a reality thanks to donations from Mr. Christensen and the 
Tea Ladies. The 18-Mile House Tavern was a historically significant 
meeting point where the State Road from Charleston and the Road to 
Dorchester intersected.
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Fall Golf Special!
Buy one green fee with cart at normal rate 
and get one green fee with cart for FREE!

Valid after 12 p.m. on Saturdays in 
September through December, 2016.

Must have two players to use coupon, and 
coupon must be present.

No copies of coupon will be accepted.
Not valid with any other discounts.

300 Hamlet Circle
Goose Creek

(843) 764-4618

Coupon must be 
presented at time of 

purchase. 
Expires 12/31/16

Are you looking for a new job? The City of Goose Creek posts 
updated, detailed job listings across all City departments at  
www.cityofgoosecreek.com/jobs.
Human Resources Director Joellyn Robbins encourages resi-

dents to sign up for the City’s Job Alert online. “Our jobs are 
posted as they come open,” she said. “If you sign up for the Job 
Alert, you will receive an email when a job comes open.
“The City has a generous benefits package and competitive 

salaries,” Robbins added.
To sign up for job notifications, click the Notify Me box on the 

front page of the City website, www.cityofgoosecreek.com. 
From there, users can choose to be notified about job open-
ings, and many other City events.
A wide range of employment opportunities are currently 

posted. Visit the Human Resources Department at City Hall, or 
download the “My Goose Creek” mobile app available at the 
iTunes App Store and Android Google Play store.

Residents encouraged to 
sign up for City Job Alert

Mayor’s free history 
lectures begin Oct. 6

Mayor Heitzler speaks during a historical lecture on 
Blackbeard the Pirate in August at City Hall. The 
Mayor’s fall lecture series begins Oct. 6.

Goose Creek Mayor Michael Heitzler invites you 
to attend his free history lectures, which begin on 
Thursday, Oct. 6. 
The lectures, which are broken into two hour-long 

segments, are held in City Council Chambers at the 
Municipal Center, and begin at 6 p.m.
The lectures will be held every Thursday from Oct. 6 

to Nov. 17. 
The fall lecture series has attracted an enthusiastic 

following over the last few years. The Mayor’s presen-
tations include historical facts, timelines and stories 
from Goose Creek’s unique past.
The Oct. 6 session will focus on The Goose Creek 

Men, which is also the subject of Mayor Heitzler’s lat-
est historical booklet.  

City of Goose Creek website 
a wealth of information
The City of Goose Creek is online!
Visit www.CityofGooseCreek.com for information on 

every City department, including Recreation, Public 
Works, Police and Fire. 
Additionally, the website features stories and up-

dates on City events and happenings, as well as resi-
dential information. 
For more information or to speak directly to a de-

partment manager, call (843) 797-6220.
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The City of Goose Creek is on Facebook! 
“Like” our Facebook page, City of Goose Creek Municipal 
Government, to receive the latest updates and information.
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five decades as an enviable bed-room community in the Charleston 
Metropolitan area, touting affordable homes, safe neighborhoods 
and award-winning schools and recreation. 
Remarkably, Good Schools, Safe Neighborhoods and Quality Recre-

ation continue to resonate at the core of the modern City of Goose 
Creek. 
For example, during the month of August 2016, Goose Creek City 

Council contracted to build an impressive addition to our Com-
munity Center, conducted a public hearing to discern the preferred 
features of a 50-acre passive park in the Boulder Bluff Community, 
welcomed the Northwood upper school as our newest educational 
facility, and received overflow praises for our internationally-certi-
fied police department. Most months are as packed full with such 
exciting progress. 
The Red, White and Blue founders of the Town of Goose Creek en-

visioned a vibrant future based upon Good Schools, Safe Neighbor-
hoods and Quality Recreation. 
They were correct; their wisdom resonates and their salient lead-

ership is recognized by an appreciative City Council to this day.
	              
Michael J. Heitzler, Ed.D.

Mayor’s Report, continued from page 1

In the next several years, 
residential development 
in the City of Goose Creek 
will remind us all of the 
late 1990s and early 2000s. 
There will be thousands of 
new homes – and this ex-
ponential growth will bring 
far greater demands on 
city services. Think about 
how much more area the 

Economic development: 
A must for Goose Creek

Police, Fire and Public Service departments have to 
cover now versus only 10 years ago. Now consider 
even more square miles and a larger population in 
the years to come. 
Among the challenges we face as City Council 

members is balancing the limited resources we 
have with the needs of our residents.
However, with every challenge comes opportunity. 

Goose Creek is not the same city it was in 1961 or 
even when I moved here in 1982. Goose Creek is 
a diverse, well educated, middle class community. 
Disposable income is as high here as it is almost 
anywhere in the state. Residential development 
alone will not cover its own cost of service; there 
must be proportionate commercial development. 
We have the opportunity to promote economic 
development that meets the needs of our citizens, 
fits into our city, and enhances our everyday life. All 
while preserving green space and our small town 
feel. 
Many of us have heard the old axiom in business, 

“If you’re not growing, you’re dying.” The same 
holds true with municipalities. 
If a city provides police, fire, recreation, and public 

services, which Goose Creek does, then it must 
constantly increase revenue. Inflation dictates that. 
Without economic development, the only place to 
increase revenue is property taxes. None of us want 
to see that. 
Currently, to meet these needs, City Council and 

Staff are working on rebranding our city. We have a 
vibrant, inclusive community, and potential in-
vestors need to know what Goose Creek is today. 
Moreover, we live in a community worth celebrat-
ing. And, regardless of the outcome, that is a story 
needing to be told. 
I welcome your comments and questions. Please 

email me at ghabib@cityofgoosecreek.com

Greg Habib

24 years
Goose Creek Mayor Michael Heitzler presents a 24-year service 
pin to former City Councilman John McCants during the July City 
Council meeting. Mr. McCants, who was first elected in 1992, retired 
earlier this year.
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Upcoming Goose Creek City Council Meetings
Oct.11	 Nov. 8	 Dec. 13	 Jan. 10   	 Feb. 14	    March 14     April 11

Meetings begin at 7 p.m. at Goose Creek City Hall

PO Drawer 1768
Goose Creek, SC  29445-1768

Making a splash!
The City of Goose Creek hosted hundreds of the Lowcountry’s best swimmers at the 2016 City Swim Meet held in July at the 
City Pool in Crowfield. The event was live-streamed by WCBD News 2, and attended by hundreds of parents and fans.


